
Mr. Jean-Claude Juncker
President European Commission 
Brussels 

Dear President, 

Next Tuesday is the first day of the trial of the leaders of the Catalan separatist movement.  
As a candidate to become Mayor of Barcelona, and the former Prime Minister of France, I 
feel obliged to inform you of my concern over the use that Catalan nationalism and 
populism intend to make of this trial. 

I am also doing so because you have received a letter from the Mayoress of Barcelona, Mrs 
Ada Colau, with the intention of explaining to you what, in my opinion, and in that of most 
Catalan people, is a biased and false version of the political situation in Catalonia and Spain. 

By writing letters based on falsities to the senior European authorities, the Mayoress of 
Spain’s second city is joining the propaganda campaign launched by the separatist 
movement to discredit Spanish democracy. 

Mrs Ada Colau’s intention is none other than to prepare the ground for her deals with the 
secessionists in order to hold onto her position, but her irresponsible actions will reinforce 
the theories of those who threaten the future of Catalonia, of Spain and of Europe as a 
whole, and make Barcelona, this great European capital, a lever for anti-constitutionalism, 
and hence for anti-Europeanism. 

Lies have been one of the main weapons of the nation-building process that the Catalan 
people have been suffering for decades, but in this latest phase of the process, these lies 
have crossed borders to poison international public opinion. At the present time, the 
greatest efforts of separatism are concentrated on an orchestrated and funded propaganda 
campaign to discredit Spanish democracy.

In view of this, I wish to declare to you: 

1. That the politicians who are going to be tried, accused of serious violation of Spanish 
constitutional law, are in provisional detention because the Supreme Court felt there was 
a risk that they might abscond or re-offend. Neither of these two possibilities was 
unfounded, for another seven defendants in the same case —including the former 
president of the Generalitat, Carles Puigdemont—have indeed fled from justice, and the 
prisoners have maintained their rebellious attitudes, as well as encouraging their 
followers to continue disobeying the law. 

2. That the case against these politicians is extremely serious. These people have sought to 
impose their arbitrary will, in violation of the legal system that has given rise to the most 
widespread and fruitful period of peace, coexistence and freedom in the whole history of 
Spain. They have illegally proclaimed a Catalan Republic against the wishes of more than 
half the population of Catalonia; they have divided Catalan society; they have caused 
serious economic damages; they have incited acts of harassment against magistrates, 
politicians, students, journalists, university professors, businesspeople and even the 
children of police officers at schools; they have seized public institutions and spaces with 
their propaganda, under their totalitarian motto of “The streets shall always be ours”; 
they have fostered a Catalan identity policy through the use of political criteria and 
attitudes that are sometimes verging on racism, and they have made dangerous appeals 
to their voters that have led to serious problems with social order. 

3. That the oligarchic, illiberal, selfish and identity-based mission of Catalan secession is 
absolutely comparable to the most toxic political tendencies that have been on the rise in 
recent decades in different countries of Europe. Although the lies of the separatist 
movement include the flying of the flag of freedom, the truth is that this Catalan 
movement has been characterised by the very opposite. Its leaders, disguised as pacifists 
and people of dialogue, are more inclined towards the imposition of their ideas and 
populist political methods, and count on the support and sympathy of xenophobic 
parties, of people sentenced for acts of terrorism and of the far-right throughout Europe. 

4. That Spain today, with King Felipe VI and its Constitution of 1978, has nothing to do, 
despite the slanderous claims of the nationalists, with the old dictatorial regime that 
disappeared forty years ago. Spain today is one of just twenty true democracies on the 
planet and one of the countries with the highest democracy rates in Europe. Like its 
European partners it yearns for economic progress, peace, freedom, social justice and 
cooperation for the sake of a better world, without destroying or splitting that which took 
so much effort to build. You know this very well, and many times you have publicly stated 
just that at international forums. 

5. That Barcelona and Catalonia are cornerstones of this Spain, a nation that is blessed with 
a system of regional autonomy that is equal to or greater than that of the most 
decentralised of countries, and one that is so committed to a Europe of freedom, respect 
and coexistence, committed to a Europe that inherited the values of the Renaissance, of 
the Enlightenment, of liberal revolutions, of humanism, of the Europe inherited from 
Schumann, from Monnet, from De Gasperi, from Adenauer, from De Gaulle, from 
Mitterrand, from González, from Kohl, from everyone who contributed to prosperity and 
a fecund understanding that has been able to overcome selfishness and create spaces for 
harmony for the common good. 

It is for these reasons that I felt it necessary to convey to you my view of what is happening 
in Catalonia, in the hope of helping to shed some light on the true dimension of the 
forthcoming trial. 

But before I end this letter, I wish to further insist that what is being judged from this 
coming Tuesday 12 February is of such importance that it matters beyond the borders of 
Catalonia and Spain. 

Because what happened in Catalonia in September and October of 2017 was an assault on 
liberal democratic rule according to higher, one of the most steadfast pillars of what the 
European Union stands for. So those who attacked Spain were also attacking Europe. 

Because those who will be sitting in the dock from Tuesday onwards, by impinging the 
Spanish Constitution in such an illiberal and self-interested manner, were betraying the 
principles of freedom, legality and the separation of powers, the very principles on which 
the European Union was founded. 

We have known each other for a very long time, and if I decided to write this letter, it is 
because I believe that you should know the truth about what is happening right now in 
Spain.

Kindest regards, 

Manuel Valls,
Candidate Mayor of Barcelona 
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