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Europe 2020 education indicators in 2015
More and more persons aged 30 to 34 with

tertiary educational attainment in the EU...
... and fewer and fewer early leavers from education and training

The share of persons aged 30 to 34 in the European Union (EU) who have completed tertiary education has
constantly increased, from 23.6% in 2002 when the series started to 38.7% in 2015. This pattern was even more
significant for women (from 24.5% in 2002 to 43.4% in 2015, meaning above the overall Europe 2020 target) than
for men (from 22.6% to 34.0%, meaning still below the overall Europe 2020 target). The Europe 2020 strategy’s
target is that at least 40% of 30-34-year-olds in the EU should have completed tertiary education by 2020.
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In addition, the share of early leavers from education and training (aged 18-24) has steadily decreased in the EU,
from 17.0% in 2002 to 11.0% in 2015. Young women (9.5% in 2015) are less affected than young men (12.4%).
The Europe 2020 target is to reduce the rates of early school leaving in the EU to below 10% by 2020.
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Today, Eurostat, the statistical office of the European Union, publishes the most recent data for the EU and its
Member States on achievement against the two Europe 2020 education headline targets.



Highest proportion of persons aged 30-34 with tertiary education in Lithuania, lowest in Italy

In 2015, the proportion of those aged 30 to 34 who had completed tertiary education increased compared with
2002 in every Member State for which the time-series is available.

In 2015, at least half of the population aged 30 to 34 had completed tertiary education in Lithuania (57.6%),
Cyprus (54.6%), Ireland and Luxembourg (both 52.3%) as well as Sweden (50.2%). At the opposite end of the
scale, the lowest proportions were observed in Italy (25.3%), Romania (25.6%), Malta (27.8%) and Slovakia
(28.4%). Twelve Member States have already met or exceeded their 2020 national target for this indicator:
Denmark, Estonia, Greece, Cyprus, Latvia, Lithuania, Hungary, the Netherlands, Austria, Slovenia, Finland
and Sweden.

In 2015, the share of persons aged 30 to 34 who have completed tertiary education is significantly higher for
women than men in all Member States, except Germany.

Tertiary educational attainment in the EU Member States
(% of those aged 30 to 34 having successfully completed tertiary education)
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No national target for the United Kingdom.
The national target for Germany includes post-secondary non-tertiary education (International Standard Classification of Education 1997 level 4).

Lowest share of 'early school leavers' in Croatia, highest in Spain

Compared with 2006, the proportion of early leavers from education and training decreased in 2015 in all Member
States for which the time-series is available, except the Czech Republic, Romania and Slovakia.

In 2015, the lowest proportions of 'early school leavers' were observed in Croatia (2.8%), Slovenia (5.0%), Cyprus
and Poland (both 5.3%) and Lithuania (5.5%), while the highest shares were recorded in Spain (20.0%), Malta
(19.8%) and Romania (19.1%). Thirteen Member States have already fulfilled their 2020 national target for this
indicator: Denmark, Ireland, Greece, France, Croatia, Italy, Cyprus, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Austria,
Slovenia and Sweden.

In 2015, the share of early leavers from education and training was lower for women than men in almost all
Member States.
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Early leavers from education and training in the EU Member States
(% of those aged 18-24 with at most lower secondary education and who were not in further education or training)
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No national target for the United Kingdom.

Geographical information

The European Union (EU) includes Belgium, Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, Denmark, Germany, Estonia, Ireland, Greece,
Spain, France, Croatia, ltaly, Cyprus, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Hungary, Malta, the Netherlands, Austria, Poland,
Portugal, Romania, Slovenia, Slovakia, Finland, Sweden and the United Kingdom.

Methods and definitions
Europe 2020 education indicators presented in this news release are based on the EU Labour Force Survey.

The indicator related to tertiary educational attainment is defined as the percentage of the population aged 30-34 who have
successfully completed tertiary studies (e.g. university, higher technical institution, etc.). This educational attainment refers to
ISCED (International Standard Classification of Education) 2011 level 5-8 for data from 2014 onwards and to ISCED 1997 level
5-6 for data up to 2013. Data are however comparable over time for all Member States, except Austria.

The indicator early leavers from education and training is defined as the percentage of the population aged 18-24 with at
most lower secondary education and who were not in further education or training during the last four weeks preceding the
survey. Lower secondary education refers to ISCED (International Standard Classification of Education) 2011 level 0-2 for data
from 2014 onwards and to ISCED 1997 level 0-3C short for data up to 2013. Data are however comparable over time for all
Member States.

For more information

Eurostat website section dedicated to EU benchmarks indicators on education and training.

Eurostat database on education and training.

Eurostat Statistics Explained on-line publication on facts and figures about education and training in the EU.
Eurostat news release 80/2016 of 26 April 2016 on Europe 2020 employment indicators.

The European Commission website dedicated to the Europe 2020 strategy.
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Tertiary educational attainment
(% of those aged 30 to 34 having successfully completed tertiary education)

2002 2015 Headline target
Total Men Women Total Men Women Europe 2020
EU 23.6 22.6 24.5 38.7 34.0 43.4 40.0
Belgium 35.2 315 39.0 42.7 36.7 48.7 47.0
Bulgaria 23.2 17.7 28.8 32.1 24.8 39.9 36.0
Czech Republic 12.6 13.7 11.4 30.1 24.7 35.9 32.0
Denmark 34.2 28.7 394 47.6 39.6 55.9 40.0
Germany 24.2 26.8 21.4 32.3 32.2 324 42.0*
Estonia 27.7 22.7 32.7 45.3 34.5 56.7 40.0
Ireland 32.0 30.9 33.0 52.3 45.1 58.6 60.0
Greece 23.5 22.2 24.9 40.4 35.3 45.5 32.0
Spain 344 31.7 37.2 40.9 34.8 47.1 44.0
France 315 29.0 34.0 45.1 40.3 49.6 50.0
Croatia 16.2 14.8 17.6 30.9 23.8 38.3 35.0
Italy 13.1 12.0 14.2 25.3 20.0 30.8 26.0
Cyprus 36.0 35.9 36.1 54.6 46.7 61.6 46.0
Latvia 17.3 12.6 21.9 41.3 26.8 56.5 34.0
Lithuania 23.4 17.0 29.6 57.6 47.2 68.4 48.7
Luxembourg : : : 52.3 46.8 57.7 66.0
Hungary 14.4 12.8 16.1 34.3 27.6 41.0 30.3
Malta 9.3 10.3 8.2 27.8 23.6 32.2 33.0
Netherlands 28.6 27.8 29.3 46.3 43.0 49.6 40.0
Austria : : : 38.7 375 40.0 38.0
Poland 14.4 12.2 16.7 43.4 35.1 52.0 45.0
Portugal 12.9 9.0 16.7 31.9 23.3 40.1 40.0
Romania 9.1 9.1 9.0 25.6 24.2 27.2 26.7
Slovenia 20.7 12.9 29.1 43.4 32.0 56.4 40.0
Slovakia 10.5 9.7 11.2 28.4 22.8 344 40.0
Finland 41.2 334 49.3 455 38.1 534 42.0
Sweden 28.3 255 31.2 50.2 43.2 57.7 40.0
United Kingdom 315 324 30.7 47.8 444 51.1 X
Iceland 33.6 33.7 33.5 47.1 39.2 55.0 -
Norway 43.4 40.2 46.8 50.9 41.5 60.9 -
Switzerland 30.0 39.3 20.8 51.4 51.0 51.9 -
FYR of Macedonia : : : 28.6 23.1 345 -
Turkey : : : 23.6 25.1 22.1 -

*  The national target for Germany includes post-secondary non-tertiary education (ISCED 1997 level 4).

: Break in the series for Luxembourg in 2009 and 2015 and for Austria in 2014. Data not comparable before those years and therefore not
shown.

x  No national target for the United Kingdom.

- Not applicable

The source dataset can be found here.
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http://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?query=BOOKMARK_DS-591613_QID_54662F7C_UID_-3F171EB0&layout=TIME,C,X,0;GEO,L,Y,0;SEX,L,Z,0;AGE,L,Z,1;UNIT,L,Z,2;ISCED11,L,Z,3;INDICATORS,C,Z,4;&zSelection=DS-591613UNIT,PC;DS-591613SEX,T;DS-591613AGE,Y15-64;DS-591613INDICATORS,OBS_FLAG;DS-591613ISCED11,ED0-2;&rankName1=ISCED11_1_2_-1_2&rankName2=UNIT_1_2_-1_2&rankName3=AGE_1_2_-1_2&rankName4=INDICATORS_1_2_-1_2&rankName5=SEX_1_2_-1_2&rankName6=TIME_1_0_0_0&rankName7=GEO_1_2_0_1&sortC=ASC_-1_FIRST&rStp=&cStp=&rDCh=&cDCh=&rDM=true&cDM=true&footnes=false&empty=false&wai=false&time_mode=ROLLING&time_most_recent=true&lang=EN&cfo=%23%23%23%2C%23%23%23.%23%23%23

Early leavers from education and training
(% of the population aged 18-24 with at most lower secondary education
and who are currently not in further education or training)

2006 2015 Headline target
Total Men Women Total Men Women Europe 2020
EU 15.3 17.4 13.2 11.0 12.4 9.5 10.0
Belgium 12.6 15.1 10.0 10.1 11.6 8.6 9.5
Bulgaria 17.3 17.7 17.0 13.4 13.3 134 11.0
Czech Republic 5.1 54 4.9 6.2 6.4 6.0 5.5
Denmark : : : 7.8 9.7 5.7 10.0
Germany 13.7 14.0 13.4 10.1 104 9.8 10.0
Estonia 134 19.5 6.9 11.2 13.2 9.0 9.5
Ireland 12.2 15.2 9.1 6.9 8.4 54 8.0
Greece 151 19.6 10.6 7.9 9.4 6.4 9.7
Spain 30.3 36.7 23.6 20.0 24.0 15.8 15.0
France : : : 9.3 10.1 8.5 9.5
Croatia 4.7) (5.3) (4.1) (2.8) (3.6) (2.1) 4.0
Italy 204 23.8 17.0 14.7 17.5 11.8 16.0
Cyprus 14.9 22.5 8.2 5.3 7.7 (3.2 10.0
Latvia 15.6 19.3 11.5 9.9 13.4 6.2 10.0
Lithuania 8.8 (11.5) (6.0) 5.5 6.9 (4.0) 9.0
Luxembourg : : : 9.3 10.5 8.1 10.0
Hungary 12.5 13.7 11.3 11.6 12.0 11.2 10.0
Malta 32.2 36.1 28.1 19.8 229 16.6 10.0
Netherlands 12.6 151 10.1 8.2 9.9 6.4 8.0
Austria 10.0 10.3 9.8 7.3 7.8 6.8 9.5
Poland 5.4 6.9 3.9 5.3 7.2 3.2 45
Portugal 385 46.1 30.7 13.7 16.4 11.0 10.0
Romania 17.9 17.8 18.0 19.1 19.5 18.5 11.3
Slovenia 5.6 7.1 (4.0) 5.0 6.4 (3.4) 5.0
Slovakia 6.6 7.3 5.8 6.9 6.9 6.8 6.0
Finland 9.7 11.8 7.8 9.2 10.6 7.9 8.0
Sweden 8.6 10.1 7.1 7.0 7.6 6.4 10.0
United Kingdom : : : 10.8 11.7 9.8 X
Iceland (25.6) (29.0) (21.8) 18.8 24.9 12.4 -
Norway 17.8 225 13.1 10.2 12.4 8.0 -
Switzerland 9.6 10.7 8.4 51 5.3 5.0 -
FYR of Macedonia 22.8 19.9 25.9 11.4 10.0 12.9 -
Turkey 48.8 41.3 55.6 36.4 35.0 37.6 -

Due to breaks in the series, data before 2006 have a limited comparability at Member State level.
Break in the series for Denmark and the United Kingdom in 2007, for Luxembourg in 2009 and 2015 and for France in 2013. Data not
comparable before those years and therefore not shown.

() Data with reduced reliability due to sample size.

X  No national target for the United Kingdom.

- Not applicable

The source dataset can be found here.
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http://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?query=BOOKMARK_DS-108805_QID_5F0E83B7_UID_-3F171EB0&layout=TIME,C,X,0;GEO,L,Y,0;SEX,L,Z,0;WSTATUS,L,Z,1;UNIT,L,Z,2;AGE,L,Z,3;INDICATORS,C,Z,4;&zSelection=DS-108805SEX,T;DS-108805UNIT,PC;DS-108805INDICATORS,OBS_FLAG;DS-108805AGE,Y18-24;DS-108805WSTATUS,POP;&rankName1=WSTATUS_1_2_-1_2&rankName2=UNIT_1_2_-1_2&rankName3=AGE_1_2_-1_2&rankName4=INDICATORS_1_2_-1_2&rankName5=SEX_1_2_-1_2&rankName6=TIME_1_0_0_0&rankName7=GEO_1_2_0_1&sortC=ASC_-1_FIRST&rStp=&cStp=&rDCh=&cDCh=&rDM=true&cDM=true&footnes=false&empty=false&wai=false&time_mode=ROLLING&time_most_recent=true&lang=EN&cfo=%23%23%23%2C%23%23%23.%23%23%23

